Toni Sender
was no easy job ! I remember one evening when
I was at my assignment and had discussed with the
President topics more interesting to him than to
me. Searching for more small talk, I tried to interest
him in my desire to take a trip around the world.
I told him of some ideas I had in mind and of the
exorbitant cost of such an enterprise.
" Couldn't you tell me a way to realize that dream
without too much expense ? " I asked President von
Hindenburg.
The old gentleman, in keeping with the jovial spirit
of the occasion, retorted :
" Certainly I can. You go around the world with
a training ship of our navy."
" In what capacity could I go ? " I was curious to
know.
ce In the rank of an ordinary seaman, Leichtma-
trose" he answered.
" Would you have me freed of severe discipline,
and let me go on shore whenever I liked ? "
That, however, was too much frivolity for the
President's soldierly mind, and he replied :
" No, you cannot possibly break discipline ! "
Laughter all around us. One of the Nationalist
deputies tried to take a snapshot of the old gentle-
man sitting on a sofa with a woman Socialist.
In later years, of course, the President did not
attend any more of these evenings, and once Goring
had become President of the Reichstag, all social life
and entertainment were ended. To meet with people
of all creeds presupposes a degree of culture unknown
to Nazis.
Soon after the reunion of the two Socialist parties
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